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Case One: Nine Men Taken from
the Watkinsville Jail

Oconee County, 1905

The mob arrived after midnight.

Men came into Watkinsville on horseback and in buggies. Contemporary
estimates placed their number somewhere between forty and one
hundred. They moved quietly enough that most of the town did not
understand what was happening until armed strangers were already at
the home of the town marshal.

The date is recorded in two ways. Modern memorial accounts describe
the lynching as occurring on the night of June 29, 1905. Newspapers
published on June 30 described the attack as having happened around
two o'clock that morning. Both point to the same hours, when Thursday
passed into Friday and nine prisoners were taken from the Oconee
County jail.

Eight were killed.

Their names were Rich Allen, Lon Aycock, Claude Elder, Robert Harris,
Sandy Price, Lewis Robinson, Rich Robinson, and Gene Yerby.

Joe Patterson was shot with the others and survived.

Ed Thrasher, held in another section of the jail, was not taken.

Those names are now inscribed on a memorial outside the Oconee
County courthouse. For more than a century, the physical landscape
offered no comparable public accounting. The mob had acted within
sight of the machinery of law, yet the law did not punish anyone for the
eight deaths.

· · ·
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Watkinsville was a small county seat connected closely to Athens.

Oconee County had been created from the southwestern portion of
Clarke County in the 1870s. Its courthouse and jail represented the local
power to arrest, hold, try, and punish. That authority was supposed to
place a barrier between accusation and vengeance.

In the spring of 1905, storekeeper F.M. Holbrook and his wife were killed
at their home. The crime generated fear and anger across the county.
Lon Aycock, a white man, was accused in connection with the killings.
Several Black men were also arrested under theories that they had
participated or knew something about the crime.

The jail already held other prisoners accused or convicted of unrelated
offenses. Their presence placed them within reach of a mob whose
purpose was broader than taking one defendant to answer one
accusation.

Only Rich Allen had been convicted of a capital crime. He was awaiting
lawful execution for the killing of Will Robertson. The state had obtained
a judgment and set a punishment through its courts. That fact did not
give a crowd authority to kill him.

The other men had not received final judgments for the accusations that
placed them in custody. Some had no connection to the Holbrook case.
Their legal situations differed, but the mob erased every distinction.

It is tempting to call the attack lawless. It was. It was also built around
the symbols and custody of law. The men were not seized from a road
or an isolated house. They were taken from a county jail after the people
responsible for that jail were overcome or compelled to cooperate.

The location made the failure institutional as well as personal.

· · ·

According to period accounts, armed men went first to Town Marshal
L.H. Aiken's home.
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They forced him to accompany them. At the jail, they demanded access
from the jailer. Reports differed in some details, as accounts produced in
the immediate aftermath often do. The central sequence remained
consistent: the mob controlled the local officers, obtained the keys,
entered the jail, and selected prisoners.

Ed Thrasher escaped notice because he was held apart from the others.
The mob removed nine men.

The prisoners were taken outside and tied to fence posts or portions of a
fence near the jail. Their hands were restrained behind them. The
attackers formed a firing line.

Contemporary newspapers described repeated volleys. The number of
shots became part of the horror reported across Georgia and beyond it.
Exact totals varied. The outcome did not.

Eight men lay dead.

Joe Patterson had been struck, but he remained still among the bodies.
His survival depended on convincing the attackers that their work was
complete. When the mob left, Patterson was alive.

That survival provides a human witness to an event often told through
crowd size and newspaper headlines. He had been removed from a
locked cell by armed men, tied with the others, and fired upon. The fact
that he lived did not make him less a victim of the lynching.

Public memorial work now names nine victims because Patterson was
one of the nine men attacked.

· · ·

The eight killed did not enter the historical record on equal terms.

Lon Aycock was the only white man among them. The other seven killed
were Black. Patterson and Thrasher were also Black. Period coverage
frequently foregrounded Aycock and compressed the Black victims into
a count. Some articles printed their names. Others treated them as a
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category.

That imbalance reflected the society reporting the crime. It also shaped
which biographies were preserved.

Modern accounts can establish names and legal status more confidently
than they can reconstruct each man's work, family relationships, or
ordinary routines. The archive tells far more about why police held the
men than about how they lived before entering the jail.

That absence should not be repaired with invention.

Rich Allen was awaiting execution. Claude Elder, Robert Harris, Sandy
Price, Lewis Robinson, Rich Robinson, and Gene Yerby faced various
accusations or were held for reasons described inconsistently across
surviving accounts. Lon Aycock faced allegations in the Holbrook
killings. Joe Patterson was in custody but had not been given a lawful
sentence of death.

Whatever the accusations, the crowd had no evidence hearing, no jury
instructions, no rules for witness credibility, no appeal, and no authority
to impose punishment.

The mob's bullets did not prove the Holbrook murders. They prevented
trials that might have tested the accusations.

· · ·

Lynching operated through more than sudden rage.

It required information about the jail. It required people willing to
assemble, travel, carry weapons, conceal their identities, control local
officers, and leave together. It also required confidence that the
participants would not be identified by neighbors afterward.

Reports commonly described the attackers as outsiders, particularly
men from a nearby county. That explanation protected the reputation of
Watkinsville by locating responsibility somewhere else. It may have
contained truth. Men could and did cross county lines to join mobs.
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Outsider language could also serve as an alibi for a community. A large
mounted group could not easily enter a small town, seize its marshal,
open its jail, bind nine people, fire repeated volleys, and depart without
leaving witnesses, tracks, recognition, or rumor. The claim that all
responsibility arrived from elsewhere deserved investigation, not
automatic acceptance.

Officials did investigate. Grand juries considered the killings. Subpoenas
were issued. Public officials condemned the attack.

No one was arrested, indicted, or punished for the eight murders.

The gap between condemnation and accountability is central to the file.
Georgia leaders could describe the event as a disgrace while the local
legal system failed to name an offender in court.

Public disapproval did not produce testimony strong enough, or
willingness great enough, to cross the social protection surrounding the
mob.

· · ·

The period press illustrates how that protection worked.

The Athens Weekly Banner printed the lynching across its front page. Its
account supplied useful chronological details, including the hour, the
method of entry, the movement of the crowd, and the names of people
involved in the custody of the jail. It also used the language of its time,
including racial descriptions and assumptions that placed white fear
above Black citizenship.

A historian cannot discard the paper because its prejudices are visible.
Doing so would discard evidence. A historian also cannot copy its voice
as if publication made every sentence neutral.

The responsible use is narrower. Compare names across reports.
Separate what a witness claimed to see from what an editor assumed.
Note when a story describes an accusation as guilt. Place the account
beside court, county, and memorial records.
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The same caution applies to claims about what individual prisoners said
before the shooting. Dramatic final statements attracted editors. Some
may have been heard. Others passed through several tellers before
reaching print. Without a transcript or identified witness, the exact
wording should not be used to create a scene.

The silence in this chapter is deliberate. The men do not deliver polished
final speeches because the sources cannot support them.

Their names are enough.

· · ·

The Holbrook murders remained the event used to explain the mob, but
explanation can slip into justification.

Two people had been killed, and a community wanted an answer. That
grief and fear were real. They did not transfer guilt to every prisoner in
the jail. They did not excuse taking defendants away from judges and
jurors.

Mob violence often advertised itself as swift justice. Speed was part of
the fraud. A lawful prosecution requires time because evidence must be
collected, witnesses questioned, defenses heard, and unreliable claims
exposed. Delay can frustrate a community. It can also prevent the
punishment of an innocent person.

By attacking multiple prisoners, the Watkinsville mob made clear that it
was not merely enforcing a particular verdict. It converted a jail roster
into a death list.

The inclusion of Aycock has sometimes been used to describe the
attack as unusual because a white man was killed beside Black men. It
was unusual within Georgia's racial pattern of lynching. It did not make
the event racially neutral.

Seven of the dead were Black. The Black prisoners were held within a
system that denied Black citizens equal political power, jury
participation, and protection. The mob acted within the broader history of
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racial terror that enforced that inequality.

Aycock's death shows that mob power could also consume a white
defendant accused of a crime that enraged the community. The racial
order and the destruction of due process were connected, not mutually
exclusive.

· · ·

Joe Patterson's survival complicated the mob's intended ending.

The attackers left behind someone who had experienced the seizure
from inside the jail and the firing line outside it. Surviving did not
guarantee that his account would be preserved in full. Newspaper
attention centered on the dead and the search for the mob. Later
histories often mentioned Patterson mainly as the man who pretended to
be dead.

That phrase can make survival sound like a trick. It was a response to
immediate danger. Remaining motionless was the only protection
available after the jail, officers, locks, and law had failed.

Ed Thrasher survived for a different reason. The attackers did not find or
take him. The locked space that failed nine prisoners happened to
protect one.

Together, Patterson and Thrasher reveal the role of contingency. The
mob did not execute a lawful list produced by a court. Its members
moved through a building under pressure and darkness, took the people
they located, missed one, and failed to kill another.

The result was not precise punishment. It was organized killing.

· · ·

The absence of prosecutions did not mean the identities of all
participants were unknowable.
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Small communities preserve unofficial knowledge. Families tell stories.
Names circulate privately. Public silence can coexist with confident local
belief. The evidentiary problem is that belief does not become a
prosecutable case merely because it lasts.

A criminal charge requires admissible evidence against a named
person. A witness must be willing and able to testify. Identification made
in darkness against masked men can be challenged. A participant's
confession must be preserved and corroborated. Officials who share the
community's interests can choose not to press hard enough.

By the time later generations sought a fuller accounting, the criminal
path had closed. Suspects and witnesses were dead. Physical evidence
had not been preserved for modern testing. The jail itself became a
historical site rather than an active scene.

Memory work therefore pursued a different form of accountability.

It could not sentence an offender. It could reject the public erasure that
followed the failure to prosecute.

· · ·

Local residents began gathering to remember the lynching more openly
in the twenty-first century.

The work involved churches, civic organizations, historians, county
officials, city officials, and descendants of a community that had
inherited the silence. Public ceremonies marked anniversaries.
Researchers returned to period newspapers and local records.
Discussions began about how the physical site should acknowledge
what happened there.

That process was not automatic. Memorials require decisions about
language, names, location, responsibility, and public money. A plaque
can become so general that it avoids the event. It can also turn a
complex history into a slogan.
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The Watkinsville memorial names the men. Its text identifies the event
as one of Georgia's deadliest mass lynchings and places it within the era
of racial violence and injustice that terrorized Black communities
throughout the South.

On June 29, 2025, one hundred twenty years after the attack, the plaque
was unveiled outside the Oconee County courthouse.

The placement matters. The memorial is not hidden in a cemetery or
museum. It stands near the institution whose predecessor jail failed to
protect the prisoners and whose legal system failed to punish the killers.

It asks the courthouse landscape to carry the complete record.

· · ·

Public commemoration does not solve every historical question.

The precise membership of the mob remains unadjudicated. Accounts
still disagree about some prisoners' charges and about whether the
attackers came primarily from Morgan County, Oconee County, or
several places. The exact route, number of shots, and words exchanged
cannot all be reconstructed with certainty.

The important facts do not depend on resolving those details.

Armed men seized the town marshal, compelled access to the jail,
removed nine prisoners, tied them near the jail, and opened fire. Eight
men died. One survived the firing line. Another remained inside. No
participant was held criminally responsible.

The legal status of the prisoners matters because later summaries
sometimes refer to all of them as convicted criminals. They were not.
Only one had received a death judgment. Several were awaiting trial.
Others were held on separate accusations.

Even a valid conviction would not have authorized the mob.

· · ·
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The file belongs in a true-crime volume for a reason larger than age.

True crime often begins when the state finds a body and tries to identify
a killer. Watkinsville reverses that structure. The state already held the
future victims. The killers arrived as a group. The community knew
immediately that murder had occurred. The failure came after
identification should have begun.

There was no mystery about the cause of death. There was no
missing-person interval. There was no dispute that armed men had
acted together.

The unresolved question was whether the legal system would cross the
social boundary protecting them.

It did not.

That failure distinguishes an unsolved historical homicide from a case in
which investigators lack any direction. The barrier was not only forensic.
It was civic.

· · ·

The names on the plaque restore distinctions the mob destroyed.

Rich Allen was not Lon Aycock. Claude Elder was not Robert Harris.
Sandy Price was not Lewis Robinson. Lewis was not his brother Rich.
Gene Yerby was not Joe Patterson. Their reasons for being in the jail
were not identical. Their families were not interchangeable.

The mob treated them as a group because group violence depends on
reducing people to a category.

The memorial reverses that act one line at a time.

It also includes Patterson, whose survival might otherwise remove him
from a list devoted only to the dead. He belonged at the fence. His name
belongs in the history.
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Ed Thrasher's place is different. He was a prisoner placed in the same
danger and spared because the attackers did not reach him. His
presence inside the jail completes the map of the night.

· · ·

The old jail is gone.

Buildings disappear more quickly than official memory admits. A
demolished wall can make it easier to describe an event as belonging to
another place. The courthouse remains, and the memorial places the
record beside ongoing county life.

People enter to record property, answer a summons, seek a license,
serve on a jury, or ask a judge for relief. The plaque reminds them that
legal buildings make promises through ordinary function. Custody is one
of those promises. A person held by the government is under its control
and protection.

In 1905, that promise failed nine men.

Eight never left the courthouse grounds alive. One did because he made
himself appear dead. The mob rode away, and the criminal law never
caught up.

The first file in this book therefore ends not with a verdict but with a
public correction.

· · ·

The courthouse plaque also changes how the official failure can be
measured.

In 1905, the prisoners were under direct government control. They could
not choose another place to sleep, protect themselves with ordinary
means, or leave when riders approached. Custody created a duty that
did not depend on whether an accusation was popular or whether a
prisoner could afford counsel.
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That duty had several practical parts. Jailers controlled access to keys
and weapons. Local officials knew the building, the available roads, and
the possibility of mob action in a state where lynching was not rare.
Once men were removed, the sheriff, coroner, prosecutors, and grand
jurors had separate responsibilities to preserve the scene, identify
witnesses, and use compulsory process.

The historical record does not support a confident minute-by-minute
judgment about every official’s conduct. It supports the larger
conclusion. Armed men entered the jail, transported prisoners to a killing
site, fired many shots, and left without any participant being brought to
trial.

That result required more than one overwhelmed custodian. It required a
legal system unwilling or unable to turn community knowledge into
charges.

Mob crimes often produced a performance of mystery. Attackers
covered faces or arrived from multiple counties. Witnesses claimed
darkness prevented recognition. Officials described the crowd as too
large and anonymous to penetrate.

Those obstacles could be real. They could also be convenient.

The number of participants increased the number of people with
knowledge. Horses, vehicles, firearms, routes, and conversations all left
social traces even when nineteenth-century forensic methods could not
recover modern physical evidence. A conspiracy does not become
unknowable merely because many people participate. It becomes
difficult to prosecute when witnesses fear the group or share its purpose.

No surviving source establishes the name of every rider. That
uncertainty does not make the killings accidental or authorless. It means
the community protected the authors from a record strong enough to
sustain prosecution.

· · ·
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The accusations against the prisoners must be read with equal care.

Rich Allen had been convicted and faced a lawful death sentence. The
conviction placed him in a different procedural posture from prisoners
awaiting trial, but it did not transfer the state’s authority to a mob. A
sentence imposed by a court carries procedures, review, and a
scheduled execution under law. Lynching rejected all of them.

For the others, period newspapers often printed allegations as though
accusation had already settled guilt. Some accounts compressed
different cases into one mass of supposedly dangerous men. That style
made the later violence appear like a rough substitute for justice rather
than an attack on it.

The memorial names expose the substitution. A criminal court would
have required an individual charge and individual evidence for each
defendant. It would have allowed pleas, motions, witnesses, defenses,
verdicts, and review. The mob created one collective punishment
because collective punishment made those distinctions unnecessary.

Joe Patterson’s survival reveals the physical reality without requiring
graphic detail. He did not escape before the shooting. He survived by
remaining among the bodies and convincing the attackers that their work
was complete. His account was therefore evidence from inside the
event, not a distant report of noise or movement.

Yet even a survivor cannot identify what he could not see or prove what
investigators refused to develop. Testimony needs officials willing to
protect the witness, corroborate the account, and present it to a grand
jury.

The survival of one man did not overcome the surrounding silence.

· · ·

Historical labeling matters too.

The killings are properly called a lynching because a group seized
people in custody and imposed fatal punishment outside legal process.
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The word does not depend on a rope. Gunfire, drowning, burning,
beating, and other methods all appear in the history of American mob
violence.

Calling the event a jail break would center the intrusion into a building.
Calling it a massacre would describe the scale but not the claim of
unauthorized punishment. Lynching identifies the social mechanism: a
group asserting the power to decide guilt and sentence while officials fail
to protect the accused.

Race was central. The victims were Black men in an era when white
mobs used public terror to enforce racial hierarchy. At the same time,
accurate writing does not need to reproduce every slur or lurid claim
printed in 1905. Those words can show how the press framed the
prisoners, but repeating them at length lets the mob’s vocabulary
dominate the victims again.

The better method is to state the racism directly, preserve essential
factual disagreement, and quote only when exact wording proves
something that paraphrase cannot.

· · ·

The 2025 memorial did not close an investigation in the modern sense.

The passage of time also changes the purpose of official language. In
1905, a public statement might have been expected to support arrests
and protect witnesses. In 2025, the remaining duty was historical:
identify the victims, state that the mob denied due process, and
acknowledge institutional failure without claiming evidence that no
longer exists.

That narrower purpose can still face resistance. Communities may fear
that naming racial terror assigns inherited guilt to residents who were not
alive. A memorial does not do that. It assigns the event to the public
record and asks present institutions to stop benefiting from silence.

Remembering is not prosecution by ancestry. It is accuracy by name.



FREE READING SAMPLE · J.R. STRANAHAN 17

After 120 years, witnesses and likely participants were dead. Physical
evidence had not been preserved under contemporary standards. The
legal system could no longer offer the ordinary form of accountability.

Public history could still correct the civic landscape.

Memorial work requires its own chain of verification. Organizers must
reconcile spellings, determine who was present, distinguish the dead
from the survivor, and explain conflicting date conventions. The work
can appear modest because the result is a plaque. The research behind
a correct list is the opposite of modest.

It also raises a question about placement. A marker hidden at a
cemetery would remember the dead. A marker at the courthouse
remembers the government’s failure. The location tells residents that the
violence was not separate from law simply because it was unlawful. The
victims were taken from law’s custody.

The plaque does not accuse every modern official or resident. It asks a
modern institution to keep an accurate record of what happened on its
ground.

One hundred twenty years after gunfire replaced trial, Watkinsville
placed the names outside the courthouse.
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Sources from the edition

Selected Sources

Introduction

Athens-Clarke County Unified Government, “Demographics,” updated
April 17, 2026.

https://www.accgov.com/105/Demographics

U.S. Census Bureau, “QuickFacts: Athens-Clarke County unified
government, Georgia.”

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/athensclarkecountyunifiedg
overnmentbalancegeorgia/EDU635223

Athens-Clarke County Charter, provisions concerning unification and
governmental structure.

https://library.municode.com/GA/athens-clarke_county/codes/code_of_o
rdinances

Chapter One

City of Watkinsville, memorial announcement for the 1905 Watkinsville
lynching victims, 2025.

https://www.cityofwatkinsville.com/DocumentCenter/View/1374/WWW-J
une-27

The Oconee Enterprise, coverage of the June 2025 courthouse
memorial and plaque.

https://www.oconeeenterprise.com/2025/07/09/lynching-memorial-unveil
ed-outside-courthouse/

https://www.accgov.com/105/Demographics
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/athensclarkecountyunifiedgovernmentbalancegeorgia/EDU635223
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/athensclarkecountyunifiedgovernmentbalancegeorgia/EDU635223
https://library.municode.com/GA/athens-clarke_county/codes/code_of_ordinances
https://library.municode.com/GA/athens-clarke_county/codes/code_of_ordinances
https://www.cityofwatkinsville.com/DocumentCenter/View/1374/WWW-June-27
https://www.cityofwatkinsville.com/DocumentCenter/View/1374/WWW-June-27
https://www.oconeeenterprise.com/2025/07/09/lynching-memorial-unveiled-outside-courthouse/
https://www.oconeeenterprise.com/2025/07/09/lynching-memorial-unveiled-outside-courthouse/
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The Weekly Banner, June 30, 1905, Georgia Historic Newspapers
archive.

https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/sn88054112/1905-06-
30/ed-1/seq-1/

New Georgia Encyclopedia, “Lynching in Georgia.”

https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/lynchi
ng/

Chapter Two

United States v. Guest, 383 U.S. 745 (1966).

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USREPORTS-383/pdf/USREPOR
TS-383-745.pdf

United States Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, selected
criminal case summaries.

https://www.justice.gov/crt/criminal-section-selected-case-summaries

New Georgia Encyclopedia, “Lemuel Penn Murder.”

https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/lemue
l-penn-murder/

Federal historical records concerning the civil-rights prosecution of Cecil
Myers and Howard Sims.

Chapter Three

Georgia Bureau of Investigation, “Jennifer Lynn Stone,”
unsolved-homicide case page.

https://gbi.georgia.gov/cases/unsolved-homicide/jennifer-lynn-stone

Unified Government of Athens-Clarke County v. Athens Newspapers,
LLC, 284 Ga. 192 (2008).

https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/sn88054112/1905-06-30/ed-1/seq-1/
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/sn88054112/1905-06-30/ed-1/seq-1/
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/lynching/
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/lynching/
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USREPORTS-383/pdf/USREPORTS-383-745.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USREPORTS-383/pdf/USREPORTS-383-745.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/crt/criminal-section-selected-case-summaries
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/lemuel-penn-murder/
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/lemuel-penn-murder/
https://gbi.georgia.gov/cases/unsolved-homicide/jennifer-lynn-stone
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https://law.justia.com/cases/georgia/supreme-court/2008/s07g1133.html

Athens Newspapers, LLC v. Unified Government of Athens-Clarke
County, 284 Ga. App. 465 (2007).

https://law.justia.com/cases/georgia/court-of-appeals/2007/a06a1786.ht
ml

Chapter Four

Smith v. State, 284 Ga. 17 (2008).

https://law.justia.com/cases/georgia/supreme-court/2008/s08a0843.html

Chapter Five

Georgia Bureau of Investigation, “Athens Man Arrested and Charged
with Murder in Tara Louise Baker Cold Case,” May 13, 2024.

https://gbi.georgia.gov/press-releases/2024-05-13/athens-man-arrested-
charged-murder-tara-louise-baker-cold-case

Athens-Clarke County Superior Court calendar and public trial records in
State v. Edrick Lamont Faust.

Court TV, CBS Atlanta, FOX 5 Atlanta, WSB-TV, and The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution, contemporaneous coverage of the 2026 trial and
sentencing.

https://www.courttv.com/news/man-standing-trial-in-cold-case-murder-of
-uga-law-student-tara-baker/

https://www.cbsnews.com/atlanta/news/tara-baker-murder-trial-edrick-fa
ust-sentencing/

Official Code of Georgia Annotated, provisions commonly known as the
Coleman-Baker Act.

https://law.justia.com/cases/georgia/supreme-court/2008/s07g1133.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/georgia/court-of-appeals/2007/a06a1786.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/georgia/court-of-appeals/2007/a06a1786.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/georgia/supreme-court/2008/s08a0843.html
https://gbi.georgia.gov/press-releases/2024-05-13/athens-man-arrested-charged-murder-tara-louise-baker-cold-case
https://gbi.georgia.gov/press-releases/2024-05-13/athens-man-arrested-charged-murder-tara-louise-baker-cold-case
https://www.courttv.com/news/man-standing-trial-in-cold-case-murder-of-uga-law-student-tara-baker/
https://www.courttv.com/news/man-standing-trial-in-cold-case-murder-of-uga-law-student-tara-baker/
https://www.cbsnews.com/atlanta/news/tara-baker-murder-trial-edrick-faust-sentencing/
https://www.cbsnews.com/atlanta/news/tara-baker-murder-trial-edrick-faust-sentencing/
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Chapter Six

University of Georgia, “National Manhunt Ends for Former Faculty
Member,” May 2009.

https://news.uga.edu/national-manhunt-ends-for-former-faculty-member/

The Red & Black, April 27, 2009, Georgia Historic Newspapers archive.

https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/gua1179162/2009-04-
27/ed-1/seq-1/

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, contemporaneous reporting on the
Town and Gown shootings, the search for George Zinkhan, and the
Arcadia memorial garden.

Chapter Seven

Hood v. State, 309 Ga. 493 (2021).

https://law.justia.com/cases/georgia/supreme-court/2021/s21a0267.html

Supreme Court of Georgia, notice concerning the 2015 trial
proceedings.

United States District Court for the Middle District of Georgia, public
record describing the multi-agency search.

Contemporaneous Athens and Atlanta reporting on Kenneth Omari
Wray, Officer Elmer “Buddy” Christian, Officer Tony Howard, the
surrender, trial, and sentencing.

Chapter Eight

Associated Press, coverage of the November 2024 bench trial, verdict,
and sentencing of Jose Antonio Ibarra.

https://apnews.com/article/d8d75ccc6d81e7a88eb7890829d9fc9c

https://news.uga.edu/national-manhunt-ends-for-former-faculty-member/
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/gua1179162/2009-04-27/ed-1/seq-1/
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/gua1179162/2009-04-27/ed-1/seq-1/
https://law.justia.com/cases/georgia/supreme-court/2021/s21a0267.html
https://apnews.com/article/d8d75ccc6d81e7a88eb7890829d9fc9c
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Associated Press, coverage of the January 2026 post-trial hearing and
March 2026 denial of a new trial.

https://apnews.com/article/8867c860682bc93e9e66d443b6e41ce6

Filed complaint in Riley v. Board of Regents of the University System of
Georgia, used only for the existence and posture of the 2026 civil action.

https://courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/riley-v-board-
of-regents-wrongful-death-complaint.pdf

Chapter Nine

Athens-Clarke County Police Department, “ACCPD Unsolved
Homicides,” updated May 20, 2026.

https://athensclarkecounty.org/10953/ACCPD-Unsolved-Homicides

Athens-Clarke County Police Department, Coleman-Baker Act review
criteria and application information.

https://apnews.com/article/8867c860682bc93e9e66d443b6e41ce6
https://courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/riley-v-board-of-regents-wrongful-death-complaint.pdf
https://courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/riley-v-board-of-regents-wrongful-death-complaint.pdf
https://athensclarkecounty.org/10953/ACCPD-Unsolved-Homicides
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