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Chapter One: Taken from the
Jail

The jail keys were supposed to mean custody.

They meant that the law had taken responsibility for a living person. A
locked cell prevented escape, but it also placed a barrier between a
prisoner and anyone who wanted punishment before trial. In Huntsville,
that barrier failed Wesley Brown in 1883 and Horace Maples in 1904.

Both men were Black. Both had been accused of serious crimes. Both
were taken from the Madison County jail by white mobs and hanged
near the courthouse. No jury determined whether either accusation was
true. No one was held accountable for either lynching.

The courthouse square sat at the center of civic life. Stores, offices,
lawyers, officials, and residents moved around it during the day. A
courthouse presented the community's claim that public disputes would
be handled through evidence and rules. That made the square an
especially powerful location for racial terror. A mob that killed there did
not operate in a hidden clearing. It took possession of the city's legal
center.

On October 9, 1883, at least fifty masked white men came for Wesley
Brown.

The public record preserved by the Madison County Remembrance
Project states that the group scaled the jail fence and forced its way into
the building. One jailer remained between Brown and the mob. Rather
than resist, he surrendered the keys, reportedly to prevent further
damage to the jail.

The explanation reveals the order of value. The building could be
protected by sacrificing the prisoner. Brown's legal right to live until trial
was treated as less important than doors, locks, and walls.
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The mob opened the cell and led Brown to a tree on the courthouse
lawn. There, within sight of the institution that should have tried the
accusation, the men hanged him. His body remained in public view.
Hundreds of spectators reportedly saw it.

The display was part of the violence. Lynching did not end when the
victim stopped breathing. A body left hanging told Black residents that
the mob could enter a jail, take a prisoner, kill beside the courthouse,
and expect no meaningful consequence.

Brown had been accused of assaulting a white woman. That is the safe
limit of the surviving claim. Accused does not mean guilty. The mob
destroyed the process that could have examined witnesses, tested
identification, challenged inconsistencies, and required the state to
prove its case.

Later retellings sometimes move directly from allegation to hanging, as if
the accusation explained the act. It does not. The more serious the
charge, the more important the denied trial becomes. Due process is not
reserved for sympathetic accusations. It matters when fear and anger
are strongest.

The masked men did not leave a verdict. They left Brown dead and
made reliable historical judgment more difficult. Their violence deprived
Brown of a defense, denied the accuser a lawful hearing, and prevented
the public from learning what tested evidence might have established.

Huntsville continued to grow. The square returned to business.
Twenty-one years passed.

On September 7, 1904, the mob was larger, louder, and prepared to
burn the jail.

Horace Maples had been accused of killing a white man. Officials placed
him in the Madison County jail as rumors and anger spread. A white
crowd gathered outside. Estimates preserved in remembrance records
place its size above two thousand.
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Numbers in historical accounts require caution, especially when
newspapers described crowds. Whether the precise count was fifteen
hundred, two thousand, or more, the gathering was not a small band
acting without witnesses. It was a public force large enough to
overwhelm any ordinary jail defense.

The crowd set fire to the building and demanded Maples.

People other than Maples were inside. Prisoners faced smoke and
flames while the mob used the fire as leverage. Huntsville police,
sheriff's personnel, and members of the Alabama National Guard were
present. Their presence did not save him.

The failure was not simply that the mob contained more bodies than the
officers. Public authority had warnings, weapons, personnel, and a duty.
The question is what officials were prepared to do with them. A guard
force that appears but will not stop a lynching can become part of the
performance, giving the scene the shape of order while violence
proceeds.

Maples was taken from the jail and dragged toward the courthouse. The
crowd hanged him from a tree and fired repeatedly into his body.

Again, the killing occurred where law was supposed to be visible. Again,
the body became a message.

The accusations against Maples grew from the killing of John Waldrop.
Contemporary accounts quickly described Maples as the killer and
added claims of sexual assault involving Waldrop's wife. Those reports
circulated in an era when an allegation that a Black man had attacked a
white woman could mobilize lethal violence before evidence was tested.

The historical record supports saying that Maples was accused. It does
not support adopting the mob's certainty. He never received the trial that
would have permitted a defense.

The fire and the size of the crowd made the 1904 attack difficult to
dismiss as the work of unknown night riders. Some participants could be
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identified. A grand jury investigated. Charges followed against several
men.

That response was unusual enough to be noted in later histories. It was
also ineffective. No one was ultimately held responsible for Maples's
death.

The gap between investigation and accountability deserves attention. A
legal system can perform concern after public violence without imposing
consequence. Officials can convene a grand jury, hear names, and
create papers that later demonstrate action. If cases collapse and no
punishment follows, the public lesson remains close to the mob's
original one.

People who joined the crowd could see that identification did not
necessarily produce conviction. Officials could reassure themselves that
procedure had been attempted. Black residents had to live with the
result.

The lynchings also complicate the way Huntsville's downtown is
remembered. The courthouse square has changed across generations.
Buildings were replaced. Streets carried new traffic. A Confederate
monument occupied prominent ground before being moved in 2020.
Restaurants, offices, and public events drew people who might not know
that two men had been killed nearby by crowds.

Place can hide history without erasing it.

A tree does not need to survive for the ground to matter. The precise
branches used in 1883 and 1904 are not necessary to understand why
the courthouse location was chosen. The mob wanted legal authority to
witness its replacement. Killing at the square announced that white
collective violence could decide whose rights the county would honor.

The Madison County Remembrance Project returned Brown and Maples
to public language as people, not just entries in a list of lynchings. The
project is part of a broader movement associated with the Equal Justice
Initiative to document racial terror, collect soil, install markers, and
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create local conversations about victims whose names were omitted or
distorted.

Remembrance work does not recreate a trial. It cannot answer every
disputed factual question surrounding the original accusations. Its task is
different. Brown and Maples were entitled to legal protection regardless
of guilt or innocence. A mob killed them while they were in public
custody. That fact does not depend on resolving the allegations against
them.

The distinction protects more than historical accuracy. It prevents
modern readers from accepting the structure that made lynching
possible. If Brown or Maples must first be proved innocent before the
killing can be condemned, the mob still controls the terms. The right not
to be seized and hanged without trial belongs to the accused as
accused.

The same principle exposes the jailer's choice in 1883. Later readers
may sympathize with one person facing fifty armed men. Resistance
could have cost the jailer his life and might not have saved Brown. Yet
surrendering the keys was not a neutral event. It transferred a prisoner
from state custody into a killing crowd.

Institutional responsibility is often distributed that way. One official yields
because resistance seems futile. Another waits for clearer orders. A
military unit arrives but does not fire. A sheriff points to the crowd's size.
Each decision can be explained in isolation. Together, they leave a man
hanging outside the courthouse.

In 1904, the fire intensified every hesitation. Defending the jail risked
more deaths. The mob created that danger, then benefited from it. Arson
forced officials to choose under pressure and made surrender appear
like rescue for everyone except the person the crowd intended to Kkill.

That tactic also endangered other prisoners, whose names rarely enter
accounts of the lynching. They were not the mob's target, but smoke did
not distinguish among cells. Racial terror could treat their lives as
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bargaining pieces in a demand for Maples.

Newspapers helped define the public meaning. Some described the
violence with disapproval while repeating the underlying accusations as
fact. Others emphasized order returning after the body was removed.
Coverage could make the mob sound spontaneous, an eruption of
feeling that no one organized and no official could reasonably stop.

Mobs are made of decisions. People hear a rumor and travel to the
square. Someone brings fuel. Someone covers a face. Someone forces
a door. Someone ties a rope. Someone fires a weapon into a body.
Others watch. Still others decide not to use public power.

Calling the result an outbreak can conceal that sequence.

The killings occurred during the long national era of racial terror
following Reconstruction. White political power was reinforced through
law and through violence outside formal law. Disfranchisement,
segregation, labor control, and public killing worked in the same
environment. Lynching warned that a Black person's access to court
depended on white willingness to permit it.

Huntsville was not exceptional in committing this violence. It was not
excused by the fact that other counties did the same. Madison County
remembrance researchers have documented ten victims of racial-terror
lynching in the county. Brown and Maples stand together because their
deaths made the courthouse square the scene twice.

The repeat matters.

After Brown's death, officials knew what a mob could do to the jail. The
city had twenty-one years to strengthen custody, develop a response,
and establish that another seizure would meet resistance. When the
crowd came for Maples, the lesson from 1883 had not become
protection. It had become precedent.

The later investigation after Maples suggests that some officials
understood the damage. Public killing challenged state authority as well
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as the victim's rights. Yet a government concerned mainly with
recovering its dignity may stop once the spectacle fades. Accountability
requires following the case through names, charges, testimony, and
consequence.

That did not happen.

Brown and Maples therefore remain connected by more than place. The
state took custody and failed to keep it. The mob imposed death. The
community watched. The legal aftermath produced no punishment for
the killers.

Today, Huntsville's public image is built around people who solve
difficult problems. Engineers test systems because failure must be
studied rather than hidden. A launch accident produces investigations,
changed procedures, and new safeguards. The same civic seriousness
belongs to historical failure.

Remembering Brown and Maples is not an argument that a modern city
is identical to the one that killed them. It is an argument that reinvention
should include the truth about what required changing.

The jail keys meant custody.

In 1883, they were handed to a mob. In 1904, fire and numbers
overcame the people assigned to protect another prisoner. Both men
crossed the short distance from a cell to the courthouse square. Neither
reached a courtroom.

The first file ends where the legal process should have begun.

The Record the Mob Prevented

Historical crime writing usually depends on a completed file. An
indictment narrows the accusation. Witness testimony can be compared.
A verdict establishes what one jury accepted. An appeal preserves
disputes in writing.
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Brown and Maples have none of that structure because the mobs
intervened before it could develop.

The missing trial should not be confused with missing history.
Newspapers, jail accounts, local records, and later remembrance work
document the public violence. What remains unavailable is a fair
evidentiary hearing on the accusations that placed each man in custody.

That gap affects every sentence a modern writer chooses. Saying a man
was arrested for a killing describes state action. Saying he killed
describes factual guilt. The first may be documented even when the
second cannot be responsibly established.

Lynching accounts regularly blur the two because contemporary white
newspapers used accusation as narrative explanation. The alleged
crime appeared first, followed by the crowd, seizure, and death. Readers
were led to interpret the killing as excessive punishment rather than the
destruction of legal process.

Changing the grammar changes the history. Brown was accused, jailed,
seized, and lynched. Maples was accused, jailed, seized, and lynched.
The mob did not prove what happened before the arrest. It guaranteed
that proof would never be tested.

Modern remembrance also asks whose names are preserved. The
alleged victims attached to the accusations deserve careful historical
research. A refusal to repeat untested claims is not a refusal to
recognize that another person may have suffered. It is a refusal to let
mob action decide the facts.

The courthouse location offers a public route for that discussion. A
marker can name Brown and Maples, describe the jail seizures, and
explain that no one was held accountable. It can also invite archival
work into officials, witnesses, and other people affected by the original
alleged crimes.

Commemoration becomes strongest when it does not require a
simplified past.
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The two lynchings reveal several layers of responsibility: individuals who
planned and carried out the killings; spectators who made public terror
possible; officials who surrendered or failed to protect; prosecutors and
jurors who later failed to punish; newspapers that normalized accusation
as guilt; and generations that allowed the names to recede.

Responsibility does not mean every person in Huntsville approved.
Historical communities contain resistance, fear, silence, and
disagreement. Some residents condemned mob action. The question is
whether opposition became effective protection.

For Brown and Maples, it did not.

The modern city cannot change that result. It can decide whether the
courthouse square tells only a story of civic authority or also remembers
the nights when authority collapsed.

The question reaches beyond a marker. Schools decide whether local
history includes racial terror. Courts decide whether ceremonial
accounts acknowledge people denied their process. Archives decide
which brittle newspapers and jail records receive preservation
resources.

Every choice affects what the next researcher can know.

Brown's and Maples's names survived, but many details of their lives did
not. That imbalance reflects who produced records in the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. White officials wrote charges. White
newspapers described crowds. The Black community carried memories
that formal archives collected less consistently.

A modern account should not mistake archival silence for an empty life.
The absence says more about record-making power than about the
person who died.

Genealogy, church records, census schedules, tax lists, and family
collections may yet recover more. Remembrance is not finished when a
public ceremony ends. It can become an invitation to research that
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returns work, kinship, neighborhood, and personality to people first
preserved only as victims.

The mob made Brown and Maples visible through death. Historical work
can make them visible as men whose right to a future was taken.
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Sources from the edition

Selected Sources

Introduction and Regional History

- City of Huntsville, official history and public information:
https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/ - NASA Marshall Space Flight Center
history: https://www.nasa.gov/marshall/ - Alabama Department of
Archives and History digital collections:
https://digital.archives.alabama.gov/

Chapter One: Wesley Brown and Horace Maples

- Madison County Remembrance Project, “Wesley Brown and Horace
Maples”:
https://www.madisoncountyremembers.com/brown-and-maples -
Madison County Remembrance Project, documented victims:
https://www.madisoncountyremembers.com/victims - Equal Justice
Initiative, Lynching in America project:
https://eji.org/reports/lynching-in-america/

The remembrance project controls the documented dates, locations, jail
seizures, and absence of accountability used in the chapter.
Contemporary allegations were not adopted as proven facts.

FREE READING SAMPLE - J.R. STRANAHAN 13


https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/
https://www.nasa.gov/marshall/
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https://www.madisoncountyremembers.com/brown-and-maples
https://www.madisoncountyremembers.com/victims
https://eji.org/reports/lynching-in-america/

Chapter Two: The Scottsboro Boys

- University of Alabama and Scottsboro Boys Museum, To See Justice
Done digital exhibit: https://scottsboroboysletters.barefield.ua.edu/ -
National Archives, “The Scottsboro Boys: Injustice in Alabama”: https://
www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2014/spring/scottsboro.pdf -
United States Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, “The
Scottsboro Boys: Legacy of Injustice”: https://www.ojp.gov/files/archives
/blogs/2023/scottsboro-boys-legacy-injustice - Powell v. Alabama, 287
U.S. 45: https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/287/45/ - Norris v.
Alabama, 294 U.S. 587:
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/294/587/ - Alabama
Department of Archives and History educational materials: https://archiv
es.alabama.gov/teach-learn/docs/ahi/2019/ahi_2019_scottsboro.pdf

The chapter used institutional collections for individual histories and
primary opinions for constitutional holdings. Ages and some early details
vary among sources, so the narrowest well-supported account was
used.

Chapter Three: William Lewis Moore

- United States Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, William
Moore case page and closing notice:
https://www.justice.gov/crt/case/william-moore - Department of Justice
report under the Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act: https://ww
w.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2015/06/18/tillreport_05.pdf -
Department of Justice overview of civil-rights-era homicide review: https
:/lwww justice.gov/crt/department-justice-s-efforts-investigate-and-prose
cute-unsolved-civil-rights-era-homicides - Congressional Record, April
24, 1963: https://www.congress.gov/88/crecb/1963/04/24/GPO-CRECB-
1963-pt5-10-2.pdf

The Department of Justice controls the federal closure reason. Historical
suspicion was not described as a conviction.

FREE READING SAMPLE - J.R. STRANAHAN 14


https://scottsboroboysletters.barefield.ua.edu/
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2014/spring/scottsboro.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2014/spring/scottsboro.pdf
https://www.ojp.gov/files/archives/blogs/2023/scottsboro-boys-legacy-injustice
https://www.ojp.gov/files/archives/blogs/2023/scottsboro-boys-legacy-injustice
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/287/45/
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/294/587/
https://archives.alabama.gov/teach-learn/docs/ahi/2019/ahi_2019_scottsboro.pdf
https://archives.alabama.gov/teach-learn/docs/ahi/2019/ahi_2019_scottsboro.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/crt/case/william-moore
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2015/06/18/tillreport_05.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2015/06/18/tillreport_05.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/crt/department-justice-s-efforts-investigate-and-prosecute-unsolved-civil-rights-era-homicides
https://www.justice.gov/crt/department-justice-s-efforts-investigate-and-prosecute-unsolved-civil-rights-era-homicides
https://www.justice.gov/crt/department-justice-s-efforts-investigate-and-prosecute-unsolved-civil-rights-era-homicides
https://www.congress.gov/88/crecb/1963/04/24/GPO-CRECB-1963-pt5-10-2.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/88/crecb/1963/04/24/GPO-CRECB-1963-pt5-10-2.pdf

Chapter Four: Deborah Lynn Burks

- Musgrove v. State, 519 So. 2d 565: https://law.justia.com/cases/alaba
ma/court-of-appeals-criminal/1986/519-s0-2d-565-0.html - Ex parte
Musgrove, 519 So. 2d 586: https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/supre
me-court/1986/519-s0-2d-586-1.html - Alabama Board of Pardons and
Paroles, August 14, 2024 minutes: https://paroles.alabama.gov/wp-cont
ent/uploads/noreply.scans_20240815_150330.pdf - Alabama Board of
Pardons and Paroles decision list: https://paroles.alabama.gov/2024/08/
16/parole-decisions-for-wednesday-august-14-2024/ - Alabama
Department of Corrections, Phillip Wayne Musgrove inmate detail:
https://www.doc.alabama.gov/inmate/inmate-detail/001564 36-3/ -
Alabama Board of Pardons and Paroles, scheduled hearings:
https://paroles.alabama.gov/hearings/scheduled-parole-hearings-4/ -
Alabama Board of Pardons and Paroles, hearing cancellations:
https://paroles.alabama.gov/hearings/cancellations-parole/

The original opinions establish conviction and the initial death sentence.
The 2024 board record establishes later parole eligibility and denial. The
live corrections record confirms his current Life with Parole Possible
code, Hamilton Community Work Center placement, and NO HEARING
status as of August 23, 2026. A controlling public order explaining the
intervening sentence change was not located, so this edition discloses
the gap.
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https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/supreme-court/1986/519-so-2d-586-1.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/supreme-court/1986/519-so-2d-586-1.html
https://paroles.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/noreply.scans_20240815_150330.pdf
https://paroles.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/noreply.scans_20240815_150330.pdf
https://paroles.alabama.gov/2024/08/16/parole-decisions-for-wednesday-august-14-2024/
https://paroles.alabama.gov/2024/08/16/parole-decisions-for-wednesday-august-14-2024/
https://www.doc.alabama.gov/inmate/inmate-detail/00156436-3/
https://paroles.alabama.gov/hearings/scheduled-parole-hearings-4/
https://paroles.alabama.gov/hearings/cancellations-parole/

Chapter Five: Jack Wilson

- Wilson v. State, 690 So. 2d 449: https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/
court-of-appeals-criminal/1995/cr-92-1223-0.html - Alabama Department
of Archives and History, Peggy Lowe courthouse photograph and
description:
https://alabamamosaic.org/vufind/Record/ADAHamg124751/Description
- Huntsville History Collection, Tennessee Valley history material:
https://huntsvillehistorycollection.org/hhc/oh/docs/OH-077.pdf - Alabama
Department of Corrections, Betty Wilson inmate detail:
https://www.doc.alabama.gov/inmate/inmate-detail/00171316-3/

The appellate opinion controls Betty Wilson's conviction and sentence.
The archive description and separate-trial sources establish Peggy
Lowe's acquittal. No suggestion of legal guilt is attached to Lowe.

Chapter Six: The Cell-Phone Murders

- Acklin v. State: https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-
criminal/2000/cr-98-0330-0.html - Joseph Michael Wilson v. State, 1999
direct appeal: https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-cri
minal/1999/cr-97-2569-0.html - Joseph Michael Wilson v. State, 2025
post-conviction opinion: https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-a
ppeals-criminal/2025/cr-2022-0504.html - United States Supreme Court
docket 25-5145, Nicholas Acklin: https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.
aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/25-5145.html - Alabama
Department of Corrections, death-row roster:
https://www.doc.alabama.gov/inmate/death-row/

The opinions control the crime summaries, convictions, sentences,
survivor testimony, and reviewed status. The live corrections roster
confirms both death-row listings as of August 23, 2026. No active
execution warrant was identified in the records reviewed.
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https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-criminal/1995/cr-92-1223-0.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-criminal/1995/cr-92-1223-0.html
https://alabamamosaic.org/vufind/Record/ADAHamg124751/Description
https://huntsvillehistorycollection.org/hhc/oh/docs/OH-077.pdf
https://www.doc.alabama.gov/inmate/inmate-detail/00171316-3/
https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-criminal/2000/cr-98-0330-0.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-criminal/2000/cr-98-0330-0.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-criminal/1999/cr-97-2569-0.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-criminal/1999/cr-97-2569-0.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-criminal/2025/cr-2022-0504.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-criminal/2025/cr-2022-0504.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/25-5145.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/25-5145.html
https://www.doc.alabama.gov/inmate/death-row/

Chapter Seven: Todd Brown

- H.M. v. State, juvenile transfer opinion: https://law.justia.com/cases/ala
bama/court-of-appeals-criminal/2011/09-1517.html - Madison Record,
May 28, 2013 plea and sentence report: https://www.themadisonrecord.
com/2013/05/28/memon-pleads-guilty-to-discovery-middle-school-shooti
ng/ - WAFF, plea and sentencing report: https://www.waff.com/story/224
38148/teen-shooter-pleads-guilty-to-classmates-murder/ - Alabama
Public Radio, transfer report: https://www.apr.org/2010-07-02/ala-teen-t
o-be-tried-as-adult-in-school-killing - Alabama Department of
Corrections, Hammad Memon inmate detail:
https://www.doc.alabama.gov/inmate/inmate-detail/00290091-3/

The court opinion controls transfer issues. Plea reporting is used
because a published sentencing opinion was not located. The live
corrections record establishes current custody, projected minimum
release, tentative parole date, and NO HEARING status as of August
23, 2026.

Chapter Eight: UAH

- Ex parte Bishop, Alabama Supreme Court: https://law.justia.com/cases
/alabama/supreme-court/2012/1110793-0.html - Alabama Public Radio,
plea and sentence: https://www.apr.org/arts-life/2012-09-24/ex-uah-prof
essor-sentenced-to-life-in-prison - Norfolk County District Attorney,
Massachusetts disposition: https://nfkda.com/Press_Releases/9-28-12
%20Bishop%20t0%20remain%20in%20Alabama%20prison.pdf - Death
Penalty Information Center, family positions and plea: https://deathpenal
tyinfo.org/new-voices-victims-and-relatives-support-life-sentence-in-alab
ama-mass-shooting - Alabama Department of Corrections, Amy Bishop
Anderson inmate detail:
https://www.doc.alabama.gov/inmate/inmate-detail/00285694-3/

Victim names were checked against the criminal record and institutional
coverage. Earlier Massachusetts matters are described only by their
documented legal statuses.
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https://www.apr.org/2010-07-02/ala-teen-to-be-tried-as-adult-in-school-killing
https://www.apr.org/2010-07-02/ala-teen-to-be-tried-as-adult-in-school-killing
https://www.doc.alabama.gov/inmate/inmate-detail/00290091-3/
https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/supreme-court/2012/1110793-0.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/supreme-court/2012/1110793-0.html
https://www.apr.org/arts-life/2012-09-24/ex-uah-professor-sentenced-to-life-in-prison
https://www.apr.org/arts-life/2012-09-24/ex-uah-professor-sentenced-to-life-in-prison
https://nfkda.com/Press_Releases/9-28-12%20Bishop%20to%20remain%20in%20Alabama%20prison.pdf
https://nfkda.com/Press_Releases/9-28-12%20Bishop%20to%20remain%20in%20Alabama%20prison.pdf
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/new-voices-victims-and-relatives-support-life-sentence-in-alabama-mass-shooting
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/new-voices-victims-and-relatives-support-life-sentence-in-alabama-mass-shooting
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/new-voices-victims-and-relatives-support-life-sentence-in-alabama-mass-shooting
https://www.doc.alabama.gov/inmate/inmate-detail/00285694-3/

Chapter Nine: Jeffery Parker

- Darby v. State, 2023: https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-ap
peals-criminal/2023/cr-20-0919.html - City of Huntsville statement
concerning Darby's arrest: https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/police-chief-mar
k-mcmurray-statement-on-huntsville-police-office-arrest/ - Associated
Press, October 13, 2023 manslaughter plea:
https://apnews.com/article/61f52fd4ef796b9bc61c04dbfe92976f - City of
Huntsville, legal-fee and due-process statement: https://www.huntsvillea
l.gov/city-of-huntsville-update-on-william-darbys-due-process-and-legal-f
ees/

The appellate opinion controls the reason for reversal and the evidence
relevant to the force question. The later plea is stated as manslaughter,
not as a reinstated murder judgment.

Chapter Ten: The Smallwood Family

- Henderson v. State, 2024: https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-
of-appeals-criminal/2024/cr-2023-0324 .html - United States Supreme
Court docket 25-5953: https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filen
ame=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/25-5953.html - Alabama Supreme
Court June 20, 2025 certificate of judgment:
https://cases.justia.com/alabama/supreme-court/2025-sc-2024-0555.pdf
- WAFF, Rhonda Carlson plea and sentence: https://www.waff.com/202
1/10/27/plea-accepted-carlson-sentenced-life-without-parole/ - Alabama
Department of Corrections, death-row roster:
https://www.doc.alabama.gov/inmate/death-row/

The appellate opinion controls the victim names, fifteen counts,
evidence summary, protective-order issue, and death sentence. The
Supreme Court docket establishes the March 2, 2026 denial.
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https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-criminal/2023/cr-20-0919.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-criminal/2023/cr-20-0919.html
https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/police-chief-mark-mcmurray-statement-on-huntsville-police-office-arrest/
https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/police-chief-mark-mcmurray-statement-on-huntsville-police-office-arrest/
https://apnews.com/article/61f52fd4ef796b9bc61c04dbfe92976f
https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/city-of-huntsville-update-on-william-darbys-due-process-and-legal-fees/
https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/city-of-huntsville-update-on-william-darbys-due-process-and-legal-fees/
https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/city-of-huntsville-update-on-william-darbys-due-process-and-legal-fees/
https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-criminal/2024/cr-2023-0324.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/alabama/court-of-appeals-criminal/2024/cr-2023-0324.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/25-5953.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/25-5953.html
https://cases.justia.com/alabama/supreme-court/2025-sc-2024-0555.pdf
https://www.waff.com/2021/10/27/plea-accepted-carlson-sentenced-life-without-parole/
https://www.waff.com/2021/10/27/plea-accepted-carlson-sentenced-life-without-parole/
https://www.doc.alabama.gov/inmate/death-row/

Chapter Eleven: Alonzo McGhee

- City of Huntsville and Huntsville Police Department, October 2, 2025
reward notice: https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/25k-reward-offered-in-2013-
homicide-of-It-colonel-alonzo-mcghee/ - United States Army memorial,
January 9, 2013: https://www.army.mil/article/94051/in_memoriam_lIt_co
|_alonzo_mcghee - Army CID releases:
https://www.cid.army.mil/Media-Resources/Releases/

Only details publicly confirmed by Huntsville police and Army sources
are included. No unofficial suspect is named.

Chapter Twelve: Cynthia Lynn Davis

- Madison County Sheriff's Office cold-case page:
https://www.madisoncountysheriffal.org/cold-case - CBS News and
WHNT identification report: https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ala-police-i
d-remains-found-in-1997-as-cynthia-davis-ask-for-help-solving-her-murd
er/ - WAFF, March 7, 2012 identification report: https://www.waff.com/st
ory/17100904/victim-identified-in-15-year-old-cold-case/

The Sheriff's Office controls open status and the person-of-interest
wording. Discovery, DNA identification, and public-announcement dates
are separated to avoid treating a webpage posting date as the incident
date.
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https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/25k-reward-offered-in-2013-homicide-of-lt-colonel-alonzo-mcghee/
https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/25k-reward-offered-in-2013-homicide-of-lt-colonel-alonzo-mcghee/
https://www.army.mil/article/94051/in_memoriam_lt_col_alonzo_mcghee
https://www.army.mil/article/94051/in_memoriam_lt_col_alonzo_mcghee
https://www.cid.army.mil/Media-Resources/Releases/
https://www.madisoncountysheriffal.org/cold-case
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ala-police-id-remains-found-in-1997-as-cynthia-davis-ask-for-help-solving-her-murder/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ala-police-id-remains-found-in-1997-as-cynthia-davis-ask-for-help-solving-her-murder/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ala-police-id-remains-found-in-1997-as-cynthia-davis-ask-for-help-solving-her-murder/
https://www.waff.com/story/17100904/victim-identified-in-15-year-old-cold-case/
https://www.waff.com/story/17100904/victim-identified-in-15-year-old-cold-case/
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