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Chapter One

The Legend at Six Mile House

The most famous version begins with tea.

A traveler arrives at a roadside inn north of Charleston. Lavinia Fisher
welcomes him, asks careful questions about his business and money,
then pours a cup laced with poison. If he drinks, he becomes helpless. If
he goes upstairs, a trapdoor beneath the bed drops him into a cellar.
John Fisher waits below to finish the killing and take what the guest
carried.

The story has everything a dark tour needs. A beautiful hostess. A lonely
road. A husband and wife working together. A house designed as a
machine for murder. Some versions add human remains beneath the
floor. Others place Lavinia at the gallows in a wedding dress, protected
from execution until the authorities force her to marry the man standing
beside her. Nearly all introduce her as America's first female serial killer.

The difficulty is not that every detail can be disproved.

It is that the surviving record proves a different crime.

John and Lavinia Fisher were convicted of highway robbery. They were
not tried and convicted for a series of murders. The Court of General
Sessions for Charleston District returned the robbery verdict in May
1819. After an appeal failed, both were executed on February 18, 1820.

That is not a small correction. It changes the foundation of Charleston's
best-known crime legend.

Six Mile House stood on Charleston Neck, the narrowing strip of higher
ground extending north from the peninsula between the Ashley and
Cooper Rivers. Before railroads and paved highways divided the
landscape, the main road out of Charleston continued from King Street
along what residents called the Broad Path, broad road, high road, or
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highway. A traveler heading north had limited choices. Marsh and low
ground made the route important, and houses identified by their distance
from the city became familiar landmarks.

The Six Mile House stood near a major fork. It was far enough from the
dense city to offer travelers food, drink, company, and shelter, yet close
enough to depend on the traffic Charleston generated. Whether it
functioned exactly like the inn described in later stories is less certain
than the name suggests. What is clear is that the Fishers and associates
occupied a place along a vulnerable corridor.

Early nineteenth-century travel placed property and personal safety in
the hands of strangers. A person on horseback or in a carriage carried
money, papers, clothing, weapons, and goods. Law enforcement
outside the city was limited. Nightfall, poor roads, and isolation created
opportunity for thieves who understood where travelers slowed,
stopped, or separated from companions.

Contemporary accounts accused a group operating around the Five Mile
and Six Mile houses of robberies and attacks. The Fishers were not
presented as two people acting inside a sealed private world. Other men
and at least one other woman appeared in reports of the arrests. The
remembered story narrowed a gang into a marriage because a
husband-and-wife pair made the better legend.

In February 1819, local men organized to confront the suspected
criminals. Later retellings describe the group as vigilantes, a term that
fits their decision to act without waiting for a conventional investigation.
Accounts vary on the exact sequence. A young man left to watch the
area was attacked. Another traveler survived a robbery. Authorities and
armed citizens moved against the Six Mile House. John and Lavinia
Fisher were taken into custody along with alleged associates.

The uncertainty matters. Stories written decades later often supply crisp
dialogue and heroic escapes that contemporary reports do not preserve.
The names David Ross and John Peoples, sometimes spelled Peeples,
appear in accounts of assaults connected to the group. The precise
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roles and sequence differ across retellings. The existence of violent
robbery allegations is well supported. The teacup ritual is not.

The house itself did not survive to become a crime scene that modern
investigators could examine. It was burned after the confrontation.
Whatever physical evidence existed inside was lost, disturbed, or
described through witnesses whose accounts were filtered by fear and
rumor.

Later stories speak of skeletons beneath the building. Historical
research has identified reports of human remains in the broader vicinity,
including graves that were not proved to be the Fishers' victims. A body
found near a notorious house is not automatically evidence against its
occupants, especially in an era when burial practices, record keeping,
slavery, violence, and disease left many deaths poorly documented.

No responsible count of Fisher murder victims can be built from those
remains.

The prosecution did not need such a count. Highway robbery was a
capital crime under the law then applied in South Carolina. The Fishers
faced a legal system inherited from English practice, one willing to
impose death for crimes against property when violence and public
roads were involved.

At trial in May 1819, John and Lavinia pleaded not guilty. A jury
convicted them. The surviving summaries identify highway robbery as
the offense that carried them toward the gallows, though accounts of the
broader proceedings also discuss assault accusations tied to the
confrontation around Six Mile House.

They sought a new trial. The delay kept them in the Charleston District
Jail for months.

The jail, built in the early nineteenth century on Magazine Street, later
became one of the physical anchors for Lavinia's legend. Its walls still
invite stories about confinement, suffering, and ghosts. In 1819, the
building was not an attraction. It was crowded, crude, and designed for
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punishment as much as detention.

In September, the Fishers tried to escape. They used cloth to make a
rope. John reached the outside, but the rope failed before Lavinia could
follow. Accounts say he refused to abandon her and was recaptured.
The episode strengthened the image of the pair as inseparable, even
when the surrounding gang faded from memory.

Their appeal continued into the next year. In January 1820, the
Constitutional Court rejected the request for a new trial. The Fishers
were scheduled to die on Friday, February 4.

They petitioned Governor John Geddes for more time to prepare
spiritually. He granted a two-week reprieve. The new execution date was
February 18.

The delay placed the couple inside a jail holding other condemned
prisoners whose lives rarely appear in Fisher retellings. Charleston
County Public Library historian Nic Butler found John and Lavinia in the
same surviving newspaper record as Albro, an enslaved man captured
after flight and prosecuted for murder. His case exposed the racial
boundaries of the legal system surrounding the Fishers. White
defendants could hire counsel, appeal, petition the governor, and
become figures of public fascination. Enslaved defendants moved
through a system that treated them as both people subject to execution
and property subject to control.

The comparison does not make the Fishers' punishment humane. It
places it inside the world that imposed it.

On the morning of February 18, reports described different reactions
from the condemned couple. A modern Charleston County Public
Library history says John accepted religious counseling and
acknowledged guilt. Contemporary newspaper reprints instead say he
maintained innocence of the particular robbery while admitting a
generally lawless life. The disagreement should remain visible. Lavinia
continued to protest and resist. Around 12:45 p.m., guards placed them
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in a carriage and took them from the jail to a gallows in the suburbs,
near the area of their crimes.

The location is important because popular versions often place the
hanging directly outside the jail. The contemporary account summarized
by the library describes a journey away from it. The exact execution site
remains uncertain.

An enormous crowd gathered by two o'clock. Public hanging converted
punishment into theater. It warned would-be offenders, confirmed
government power, satisfied curiosity, and offered a communal event at
the edge of death. The Fishers' notoriety ensured a large audience.

They were hanged together.

The record does not need embellishment to make the scene severe.
Two people who had spent a year fighting conviction were placed before
a crowd and killed by the state for robbery. John was remembered as
penitent. Lavinia was remembered as defiant.

Defiance is fertile ground for quotation.

The line most often attributed to Lavinia offers to carry messages to hell.
It appears in several forms and is delivered with the polish of something
refined by repetition. The same is true of the wedding dress. In one
version, Lavinia believed a married woman could not be executed, so
officials made sure she wore her wedding clothes when hanged. In
another, she wore white to dramatize her innocence. Neither detail
should be treated as established merely because it appears on tours
and websites.

The supposed legal protection for married women also misunderstands
the doctrine it invokes. Coverture limited a married woman's
independent legal identity in property and civil matters. It did not create a
blanket immunity from execution. If Lavinia or her lawyers raised
marriage in some form, that argument did not save her. The conviction
and hanging are the controlling facts.
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The title of first female serial killer creates an even larger problem.

A serial killer has multiple murder victims separated by time or events.
The label requires murders, not rumors of missing travelers. It also
assumes enough evidence to attribute those murders to a particular
person. Lavinia's documented conviction does not meet that standard.

She may have participated in serious violence. The gang around Six
Mile House was accused of attacking and robbing travelers. The
absence of a murder conviction does not prove that no one died. It
means the available record does not support announcing a victim count
or promoting Lavinia as the country's first anything.

Why, then, did the serial-killer story survive?

Part of the answer is gender. A woman accused of violent crime violated
expectations that made her appear more shocking than male
highwaymen who were common enough to become a category. Her
marriage added intimacy to the danger. The imagined hostess used
hospitality, conversation, and tea, all coded as domestic and feminine, to
prepare strangers for death. The story turned ordinary symbols of
welcome into weapons.

Part is architecture. A roadside house can be pictured. A trapdoor can
be demonstrated with a hand movement. A cellar invites the audience to
imagine what darkness hides. Highway robbery on a road is serious, but
it offers fewer props.

Part is Charleston itself. The city has long marketed access to the past.
Ghost tours, jail tours, carriage rides, historic houses, and graveyards
place stories inside visible locations. A visitor can stand near the old jail
and feel connected to Lavinia, even though the Six Mile House is gone
and the gallows site is uncertain.

Tourism does not automatically corrupt history. A memorable story can
lead people toward archives they would never otherwise open. The
problem comes when dramatic details are treated as evidence because
customers recognize them.
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The Fishers' real case deserves attention on its own terms.

It also belongs to the history of punishment before modern criminal
procedure.

The trial occurred decades before police departments, public defenders,
standardized evidence rules, and appellate practice took their present
form. Charleston District relied on courts and officers operating within a
legal culture inherited from Britain and reshaped by South Carolina.
Property crime on a public road could carry death because highways
were essential and difficult to police.

Modern readers may find the punishment shocking while still
recognizing the alleged violence surrounding the group. Both responses
are possible. A society can have a legitimate interest in protecting
travelers and use a penalty now understood as disproportionate.

The citizens who burned roadside property present another
complication. They acted because they believed authorities had failed to
control repeated crime. Contemporary reporting used the language of
Lynch's Law for part of that action. Destruction by an armed group did
not become lawful merely because formal arrests followed.

The episode therefore contains two competing forms of authority.
Citizens confronted people they accused of terrorizing the road. Courts
later prosecuted the Fishers. The legend merges the stages into one
clean capture of serial killers, hiding the uncertain boundary between
vigilantism and law enforcement.

Gender shaped who remained famous. The broader alleged group
included several men and at least one other woman. John Fisher shared
Lavinia's conviction and execution. Yet Lavinia became the face on book
covers and tour advertisements.

Violent men fit familiar categories such as highwayman and bandit. A
violent woman became an exception requiring explanation. Later stories
supplied seduction, domestic ritual, beauty, and rage. They made
Lavinia's gender the mechanism of crime.
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The legal record does not preserve enough of her own voice to replace
those inventions with a full person. Defiance reported at execution tells
little about her earlier life, relationships, or role in the group. The
absence should not be filled by making her either monster or
misunderstood heroine.

She was a defendant convicted of a capital robbery, a woman
associated with a violent roadside gang, and a person whose image was
remade after death by people who never met her.

It shows a region struggling with violent crime along the road into its
largest city. It shows citizens acting outside normal authority, a group of
accused robbers reduced over time to its most marketable couple, and a
legal system imposing death for an offense modern South Carolina
would punish differently. It shows how an appeal could delay execution
without changing the result. It also shows how newspapers, later writers,
and public tours can build a second case after the court file closes.

That second case has no judge. Every teller chooses what counts.

If the poisoned tea is repeated without qualification, it becomes a fact in
the next article. If the trapdoor is illustrated, readers remember the
picture more clearly than the absence of proof. If Lavinia is ranked
beside convicted serial murderers, the category supplies murders that
the record does not.

Correcting the legend does not acquit John and Lavinia Fisher of the
crime for which a jury convicted them. It does not declare every
accusation false. It does not require sympathy for people linked to a
gang accused of terrorizing travelers.

It requires only that the sentence remain accurate.

They were convicted of highway robbery.

The city hanged them for it.

Everything beyond that must earn its place in the story.
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Sources from the edition

Selected Sources

Introduction and Regional History

- City of Charleston, “History”:
https://www.charleston-sc.gov/2010/History - Charleston County,
geographic overview and historic survey: https://www.charlestoncounty.
org/departments/zoning-planning/files/1992-Survey.pdf - City of
Charleston Records Management Division, historical exhibits and
archives:
https://www.charleston-sc.gov/2532/Historical-Exhibits-and-Essays -
National Park Service, Mother Emanuel AME Church: https://www.nps.g
ov/places/south-carolina-mother-emanuel-ame-church.htm

The city and county sources control the geographic description, harbor
setting, and archival history. The National Park Service controls the
national historical framing of Mother Emanuel.

https://www.charleston-sc.gov/2010/History
https://www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/zoning-planning/files/1992-Survey.pdf
https://www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/zoning-planning/files/1992-Survey.pdf
https://www.charleston-sc.gov/2532/Historical-Exhibits-and-Essays
https://www.nps.gov/places/south-carolina-mother-emanuel-ame-church.htm
https://www.nps.gov/places/south-carolina-mother-emanuel-ame-church.htm
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Chapter One: John and Lavinia Fisher

- Charleston County Public Library, Nic Butler, “Murder and Manhunt in
1820: Albro's Flight from Slavery, Part 3”: https://www.ccpl.org/charlesto
n-time-machine/murder-and-manhunt-1820-albros-flight-slavery-part-3 -
Charleston County Public Library, “Grasping the Neck”: https://www.ccpl
.org/charleston-time-machine/grasping-neck-origins-charlestons-norther
n-neighbor - South Carolina State Library catalog, Bruce Orr, Six Miles
to Charleston: https://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/node/4421 - William L.
King, The Newspaper Press of Charleston, S.C.: https://upload.wikimedi
a.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/The_newspaper_press_of_Charleston%
2C_S.C._-_a_chronological_and_biographical_history%2C_embracing_
a_period_of_one_hundred_and_forty_years_%28IA_newspaperpressof
00kingrich%29.pdf

The library history and contemporary newspaper trail control the
conviction, reprieve, execution, and location. Poisoned tea, a collapsing
bed, a wedding dress, serial-murder status, and famous final words are
treated as unsupported folklore.

Chapter Two: Mary Ravenel

- Rebecca L. Schultz, City of Charleston Records Management Division,
“The Mysterious Death of Mary Ravenel, 1933”: https://www.charleston-
sc.gov/2737/The-Mysterious-Death-of-Mary-Ravenel-193 - City of
Charleston Records Management Division:
https://www.charleston-sc.gov/182/Records-Management-Division -
Charleston Police Department Detective Notebook: Ravenel Murder,
1933-1935, Box AR-B-019, Folder 10.

The city essay draws directly from the detective notebook and
contemporary newspapers. It controls Mary's biography, discovery,
medical facts, theories, reward, and rejection of the 1938 confession.

https://www.ccpl.org/charleston-time-machine/murder-and-manhunt-1820-albros-flight-slavery-part-3
https://www.ccpl.org/charleston-time-machine/murder-and-manhunt-1820-albros-flight-slavery-part-3
https://www.ccpl.org/charleston-time-machine/grasping-neck-origins-charlestons-northern-neighbor
https://www.ccpl.org/charleston-time-machine/grasping-neck-origins-charlestons-northern-neighbor
https://www.ccpl.org/charleston-time-machine/grasping-neck-origins-charlestons-northern-neighbor
https://www.statelibrary.sc.gov/node/4421
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/The_newspaper_press_of_Charleston%2C_S.C._-_a_chronological_and_biographical_history%2C_embracing_a_period_of_one_hundred_and_forty_years_%28IA_newspaperpressof00kingrich%29.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/The_newspaper_press_of_Charleston%2C_S.C._-_a_chronological_and_biographical_history%2C_embracing_a_period_of_one_hundred_and_forty_years_%28IA_newspaperpressof00kingrich%29.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/The_newspaper_press_of_Charleston%2C_S.C._-_a_chronological_and_biographical_history%2C_embracing_a_period_of_one_hundred_and_forty_years_%28IA_newspaperpressof00kingrich%29.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/The_newspaper_press_of_Charleston%2C_S.C._-_a_chronological_and_biographical_history%2C_embracing_a_period_of_one_hundred_and_forty_years_%28IA_newspaperpressof00kingrich%29.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/The_newspaper_press_of_Charleston%2C_S.C._-_a_chronological_and_biographical_history%2C_embracing_a_period_of_one_hundred_and_forty_years_%28IA_newspaperpressof00kingrich%29.pdf
https://www.charleston-sc.gov/2737/The-Mysterious-Death-of-Mary-Ravenel-193
https://www.charleston-sc.gov/2737/The-Mysterious-Death-of-Mary-Ravenel-193
https://www.charleston-sc.gov/182/Records-Management-Division
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Chapter Three: Jack Dobbins

- “The Hallowe'en Party,” ONE, May 1959: https://www.houstonlgbthisto
ry.org/Houston80s/Assorted%20Pubs/ONE/ONE-5905-compressed.pdf
- Dustin Waters, Charleston City Paper, history of the Candlestick trial: h
ttps://charlestoncitypaper.com/2019/09/11/the-sensational-candlestick-
murder-trial-of-1958-struck-fear-in-charlestons-gay-community/ -
College of Charleston Libraries, Discovery, Fall 2020: https://library.char
leston.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Discovery-Fall-2020-Friends-of-
the-Library.pdf - National Park Service, LGBTQ legal history theme
study:
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/lgbtqheritage/upload/lgbtqtheme-law.pdf

The near-contemporary account and archival reconstructions control the
scene, admitted blows, defense, and acquittal. The National Park
Service supplies broader legal context. Mahon's claim about an alleged
advance remains attributed to him.

Chapter Four: Richard Valenti

- South Carolina Supreme Court, State v. Valenti, 265 S.C. 380, 218
S.E.2d 726: https://law.justia.com/cases/south-carolina/supreme-court/1
975/20100-1.html - WCSC, “Richard Valenti, convicted in 1973 double
murder, dies”: https://www.live5news.com/2020/12/16/richard-valenti-co
nvicted-double-murder-dies/?outputType=amp - Associated Press
photograph and report naming the three girls, April 18, 1974: https://new
spapers.swco.ttu.edu/bitstream/handle/20.500.12255/279409/Big_Sprin
g_Herald_1974_04_18.pdf?isAllowed=y&sequence=1

The Supreme Court opinion controls the two convictions, statements,
corroboration, appeal issues, and sentences. Contemporary reporting
controls Earline Bunch's separate identity and later dismissal. No third
conviction is claimed.

https://www.houstonlgbthistory.org/Houston80s/Assorted%20Pubs/ONE/ONE-5905-compressed.pdf
https://www.houstonlgbthistory.org/Houston80s/Assorted%20Pubs/ONE/ONE-5905-compressed.pdf
https://charlestoncitypaper.com/2019/09/11/the-sensational-candlestick-murder-trial-of-1958-struck-fear-in-charlestons-gay-community/
https://charlestoncitypaper.com/2019/09/11/the-sensational-candlestick-murder-trial-of-1958-struck-fear-in-charlestons-gay-community/
https://charlestoncitypaper.com/2019/09/11/the-sensational-candlestick-murder-trial-of-1958-struck-fear-in-charlestons-gay-community/
https://library.charleston.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Discovery-Fall-2020-Friends-of-the-Library.pdf
https://library.charleston.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Discovery-Fall-2020-Friends-of-the-Library.pdf
https://library.charleston.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Discovery-Fall-2020-Friends-of-the-Library.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/lgbtqheritage/upload/lgbtqtheme-law.pdf
https://law.justia.com/cases/south-carolina/supreme-court/1975/20100-1.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/south-carolina/supreme-court/1975/20100-1.html
https://www.live5news.com/2020/12/16/richard-valenti-convicted-double-murder-dies/?outputType=amp
https://www.live5news.com/2020/12/16/richard-valenti-convicted-double-murder-dies/?outputType=amp
https://newspapers.swco.ttu.edu/bitstream/handle/20.500.12255/279409/Big_Spring_Herald_1974_04_18.pdf?isAllowed=y&sequence=1
https://newspapers.swco.ttu.edu/bitstream/handle/20.500.12255/279409/Big_Spring_Herald_1974_04_18.pdf?isAllowed=y&sequence=1
https://newspapers.swco.ttu.edu/bitstream/handle/20.500.12255/279409/Big_Spring_Herald_1974_04_18.pdf?isAllowed=y&sequence=1
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Chapter Five: Operation Jackpot

- Fourth Circuit, United States v. MacDougall, 790 F.2d 1135:
https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/appellate-courts/F2/790/1135/8150/
- Associated Press, May 24, 1983 report: https://digital.lib.ecu.edu/encor
e/ncgre000/00000096/00095381/00095381.pdf - Associated Press,
March 3, 1985 sentencing and enforcement totals: https://kershawhistor
y.com/1985/03/03/six-more-sentenced-in-jackpot-investigation/ -
Columbia Metropolitan Magazine, “Operation Jackpot”:
https://columbiametro.com/article/operation-jackpot/

The appellate opinion controls the separate-conspiracy holding,
ventures, participants, and mixed appellate result. Contemporary reports
control indictment and enforcement totals. The retrospective supplies
Charleston trial and forfeiture context where identified as such.

Chapter Six: Gayle McCaffrey

- Charleston County Sheriff's Office, March 27, 2018 release: https://ww
w.charlestoncounty.org/departments/sheriff/news/2018/mccaffrey-arrest
-for-murder-03-27-18.pdf - South Carolina Court of Appeals, State v.
McCaffery, 2021-UP-371: https://www.sccourts.org/media/opinions/unp
ublishedopinions/HTMLFiles/COA/2021-UP-371.pdf - WCSC, 2018
grand-jury no bill: https://www.live5news.com/story/37924332/grand-jury
-declines-to-indict-robert-mccaffrey-for-wifes-murder/ - WCSC, March
17, 2026 renewed appeal: https://www.live5news.com/2026/03/17/charl
eston-county-detectives-seek-help-solving-14-year-old-cold-case/ -
Sussex County Prosecutor's Office, April 2026 unrelated arrest: https://a
ssets.opspolice.network/resources/agency/646/pdf/20260413-XtxSCJFJ
Pcli5OVW.pdf - WRNJ, April 20, 2026 plea and charging status: https://
wrnjradio.com/affidavit-details-dna-alleged-confession-in-1990-sussex-c
ounty-killing-defendant-pleads-not-guilty/ - Township Journal, April 28,
2026 detention ruling: https://www.townshipjournal.com/news/local-new
s/judge-orders-mcbride-murder-suspect-to-remain-locked-up-pending-tri
al-AF5799200

https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/appellate-courts/F2/790/1135/8150/
https://digital.lib.ecu.edu/encore/ncgre000/00000096/00095381/00095381.pdf
https://digital.lib.ecu.edu/encore/ncgre000/00000096/00095381/00095381.pdf
https://kershawhistory.com/1985/03/03/six-more-sentenced-in-jackpot-investigation/
https://kershawhistory.com/1985/03/03/six-more-sentenced-in-jackpot-investigation/
https://columbiametro.com/article/operation-jackpot/
https://www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/sheriff/news/2018/mccaffrey-arrest-for-murder-03-27-18.pdf
https://www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/sheriff/news/2018/mccaffrey-arrest-for-murder-03-27-18.pdf
https://www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/sheriff/news/2018/mccaffrey-arrest-for-murder-03-27-18.pdf
https://www.sccourts.org/media/opinions/unpublishedopinions/HTMLFiles/COA/2021-UP-371.pdf
https://www.sccourts.org/media/opinions/unpublishedopinions/HTMLFiles/COA/2021-UP-371.pdf
https://www.live5news.com/story/37924332/grand-jury-declines-to-indict-robert-mccaffrey-for-wifes-murder/
https://www.live5news.com/story/37924332/grand-jury-declines-to-indict-robert-mccaffrey-for-wifes-murder/
https://www.live5news.com/2026/03/17/charleston-county-detectives-seek-help-solving-14-year-old-cold-case/
https://www.live5news.com/2026/03/17/charleston-county-detectives-seek-help-solving-14-year-old-cold-case/
https://assets.opspolice.network/resources/agency/646/pdf/20260413-XtxSCJFJPcli5OVW.pdf
https://assets.opspolice.network/resources/agency/646/pdf/20260413-XtxSCJFJPcli5OVW.pdf
https://assets.opspolice.network/resources/agency/646/pdf/20260413-XtxSCJFJPcli5OVW.pdf
https://wrnjradio.com/affidavit-details-dna-alleged-confession-in-1990-sussex-county-killing-defendant-pleads-not-guilty/
https://wrnjradio.com/affidavit-details-dna-alleged-confession-in-1990-sussex-county-killing-defendant-pleads-not-guilty/
https://wrnjradio.com/affidavit-details-dna-alleged-confession-in-1990-sussex-county-killing-defendant-pleads-not-guilty/
https://www.townshipjournal.com/news/local-news/judge-orders-mcbride-murder-suspect-to-remain-locked-up-pending-trial-AF5799200
https://www.townshipjournal.com/news/local-news/judge-orders-mcbride-murder-suspect-to-remain-locked-up-pending-trial-AF5799200
https://www.townshipjournal.com/news/local-news/judge-orders-mcbride-murder-suspect-to-remain-locked-up-pending-trial-AF5799200
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The appellate opinion controls the obstruction conviction. The sheriff
and current appeal control Gayle's unresolved status. The 2026 New
Jersey allegations remain separate and are not used as proof.

Chapter Seven: Justin Turner

- Ninth Judicial Circuit, June 7, 2024 order of dismissal: https://fitsnews.
com/wp-content/uploads/securepdfs/2024/06/Order-for-M.-Turner-and-V
.-Turner.pdf - Associated Press, dismissal report:
https://apnews.com/article/2ae3a922f47397ed7a6c6f8db2341765 -
Associated Press, January 2024 arrest report:
https://apnews.com/article/bd5c8cc30540e3547583c1ed0b6a256f

The dismissal order controls the procedural history, evidence losses,
expert changes, lack of new evidence, due-process analysis, and
permanent result. Arrest-stage allegations are not presented as findings
of guilt.

Chapter Eight: The Sullivan's Island Plot

- Fourth Circuit, United States v. Moore and Latham:
https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/Opinions/Published/144645.P.pdf - FBI
and U.S. Attorney's Office sentencing release: https://www.fbi.gov/conta
ct-us/field-offices/columbia/news/press-releases/murder-for-hire-co-defe
ndants-sentenced-to-15-and-10-years-in-prison - U.S. Attorney's Office,
convictions affirmed: https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/pr/wendy-moore-a
nd-chris-latham-murder-hire-convictions-affirmed-appeal

The published opinion controls the packet, corroboration, count-specific
verdicts, evidentiary issues, and affirmance. The chapter states
immediately that the planned killing did not occur.

https://fitsnews.com/wp-content/uploads/securepdfs/2024/06/Order-for-M.-Turner-and-V.-Turner.pdf
https://fitsnews.com/wp-content/uploads/securepdfs/2024/06/Order-for-M.-Turner-and-V.-Turner.pdf
https://fitsnews.com/wp-content/uploads/securepdfs/2024/06/Order-for-M.-Turner-and-V.-Turner.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/2ae3a922f47397ed7a6c6f8db2341765
https://apnews.com/article/bd5c8cc30540e3547583c1ed0b6a256f
https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/Opinions/Published/144645.P.pdf
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/columbia/news/press-releases/murder-for-hire-co-defendants-sentenced-to-15-and-10-years-in-prison
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/columbia/news/press-releases/murder-for-hire-co-defendants-sentenced-to-15-and-10-years-in-prison
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/columbia/news/press-releases/murder-for-hire-co-defendants-sentenced-to-15-and-10-years-in-prison
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/pr/wendy-moore-and-chris-latham-murder-hire-convictions-affirmed-appeal
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/pr/wendy-moore-and-chris-latham-murder-hire-convictions-affirmed-appeal
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Chapter Nine: Walter Scott

- Fourth Circuit, United States v. Slager, 912 F.3d 224:
https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/opinions/184036.P.pdf - U.S. Attorney's
Office, Slager sentencing: https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/pr/former-nor
th-charleston-south-carolina-police-officer-michael-slager-sentenced-20-
years - DOJ Civil Rights Division, appellate decision: https://www.justice
.gov/crt/case-document/united-states-v-slager-court-appeals-decision -
City of North Charleston annual report noting settlement: https://cms2.re
vize.com/revize/cityofnorthcharleston/Documents/Government/City%20
Departments/Finance/2018-Comprehensive-Annual-Financial-Report-C
AFR-1.pdf - WCSC, April 2026 Scott family remembrance: https://www.li
ve5news.com/2026/04/04/family-walter-scott-host-community-gathering-
11th-anniversary-his-death/ - WCSC, May 2026 BOP projection and
family response: https://www.live5news.com/2026/05/13/we-are-exhaus
ted-family-walter-scott-pushes-back-against-early-release-of-michael-sl
ager/ - Ocala News, July 2026 reported community-confinement plan: ht
tps://www.ocala-news.com/2026/07/13/former-officer-convicted-in-2015-
fatal-shooting-slated-for-ocala-halfway-house-as-victims-family-fights-tra
nsfer/

The Fourth Circuit controls the shooting facts, plea, sentencing findings,
and appeal. The state mistrial, federal conviction, guideline
cross-reference, civil settlement, and current custody projection remain
separate.

https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/opinions/184036.P.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/pr/former-north-charleston-south-carolina-police-officer-michael-slager-sentenced-20-years
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/pr/former-north-charleston-south-carolina-police-officer-michael-slager-sentenced-20-years
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/pr/former-north-charleston-south-carolina-police-officer-michael-slager-sentenced-20-years
https://www.justice.gov/crt/case-document/united-states-v-slager-court-appeals-decision
https://www.justice.gov/crt/case-document/united-states-v-slager-court-appeals-decision
https://cms2.revize.com/revize/cityofnorthcharleston/Documents/Government/City%20Departments/Finance/2018-Comprehensive-Annual-Financial-Report-CAFR-1.pdf
https://cms2.revize.com/revize/cityofnorthcharleston/Documents/Government/City%20Departments/Finance/2018-Comprehensive-Annual-Financial-Report-CAFR-1.pdf
https://cms2.revize.com/revize/cityofnorthcharleston/Documents/Government/City%20Departments/Finance/2018-Comprehensive-Annual-Financial-Report-CAFR-1.pdf
https://cms2.revize.com/revize/cityofnorthcharleston/Documents/Government/City%20Departments/Finance/2018-Comprehensive-Annual-Financial-Report-CAFR-1.pdf
https://www.live5news.com/2026/04/04/family-walter-scott-host-community-gathering-11th-anniversary-his-death/
https://www.live5news.com/2026/04/04/family-walter-scott-host-community-gathering-11th-anniversary-his-death/
https://www.live5news.com/2026/04/04/family-walter-scott-host-community-gathering-11th-anniversary-his-death/
https://www.live5news.com/2026/05/13/we-are-exhausted-family-walter-scott-pushes-back-against-early-release-of-michael-slager/
https://www.live5news.com/2026/05/13/we-are-exhausted-family-walter-scott-pushes-back-against-early-release-of-michael-slager/
https://www.live5news.com/2026/05/13/we-are-exhausted-family-walter-scott-pushes-back-against-early-release-of-michael-slager/
https://www.ocala-news.com/2026/07/13/former-officer-convicted-in-2015-fatal-shooting-slated-for-ocala-halfway-house-as-victims-family-fights-transfer/
https://www.ocala-news.com/2026/07/13/former-officer-convicted-in-2015-fatal-shooting-slated-for-ocala-halfway-house-as-victims-family-fights-transfer/
https://www.ocala-news.com/2026/07/13/former-officer-convicted-in-2015-fatal-shooting-slated-for-ocala-halfway-house-as-victims-family-fights-transfer/
https://www.ocala-news.com/2026/07/13/former-officer-convicted-in-2015-fatal-shooting-slated-for-ocala-halfway-house-as-victims-family-fights-transfer/
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Chapter Ten: Mother Emanuel

- Mother Emanuel official history and survivor record:
https://www.motheremanuel.com/new-page - Emanuel Nine Memorial,
profiles of the nine: https://emanuelnine.org/the-nine/ - Federal
indictment: https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/file/632581/dl - U.S.
Attorney's Office, federal verdict and death sentences: https://www.justic
e.gov/usao-sc/pr/federal-jury-sentences-dylann-storm-roof-death -
Fourth Circuit, direct appeal announcement and opinion: https://www.ca
4.uscourts.gov/news-announcements/latest-news-announcements/2021
/08/25/opinion-of-the-court-17-3-US-v-dylann-roof - Supreme Court
docket 21-7234: https://www.supremecourt.gov/docket/docketfiles/html/
public/21-7234.html - Supreme Court docket 25-7203: https://www.supr
emecourt.gov/docket/docketfiles/html/public/25-7203.html - Justice
Department, background-check civil settlement: https://www.justice.gov/
archives/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-multi-million-dollar-civil-s
ettlement-principle-mother-emanuel - Charleston County Public Library,
Cynthia Graham Hurd branch:
https://www.ccpl.org/branches/st-andrews - Emanuel Nine Memorial
design: https://emanuelnine.org/design-overview/ - Emanuel Nine
Memorial preview and visiting status:
https://emanuelnine.org/memorial-preview-and-visiting-hours/

The church and memorial control names and remembrance. Court and
Justice Department records control charges, convictions, sentences,
appeals, and civil settlements. Offender propaganda is intentionally
omitted.

https://www.motheremanuel.com/new-page
https://emanuelnine.org/the-nine/
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/file/632581/dl
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/pr/federal-jury-sentences-dylann-storm-roof-death
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/pr/federal-jury-sentences-dylann-storm-roof-death
https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/news-announcements/latest-news-announcements/2021/08/25/opinion-of-the-court-17-3-US-v-dylann-roof
https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/news-announcements/latest-news-announcements/2021/08/25/opinion-of-the-court-17-3-US-v-dylann-roof
https://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/news-announcements/latest-news-announcements/2021/08/25/opinion-of-the-court-17-3-US-v-dylann-roof
https://www.supremecourt.gov/docket/docketfiles/html/public/21-7234.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/docket/docketfiles/html/public/21-7234.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/docket/docketfiles/html/public/25-7203.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/docket/docketfiles/html/public/25-7203.html
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-multi-million-dollar-civil-settlement-principle-mother-emanuel
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-multi-million-dollar-civil-settlement-principle-mother-emanuel
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-multi-million-dollar-civil-settlement-principle-mother-emanuel
https://www.ccpl.org/branches/st-andrews
https://emanuelnine.org/design-overview/
https://emanuelnine.org/memorial-preview-and-visiting-hours/


FREE READING SAMPLE · J.R. STRANAHAN 19

Chapter Eleven: Ashley Pegram

- South Carolina Court of Appeals, State v. Bonilla, Opinion No. 5702:
https://www.sccourts.org/media/opinions/HTMLFiles/COA/5702.pdf -
WCSC, recovery and identification: https://www.live5news.com/story/29
022030/coroner-body-of-missing-summerville-woman-found/ - WCSC,
verdict and sentence: https://www.live5news.com/story/32738101/judge
-killing-disposal-of-body-brutal-in-message-app-murder/

The published opinion controls the chronology, digital and forensic
evidence, vehicle searches, attorney disclosure, trial, conviction, and
appeal. The application used for contact is evidence, not an invitation to
blame Ashley.

Chapter Twelve: Jamal Sutherland

- Ninth Circuit Solicitor, final review: https://www.scsolicitor9.org/news/2
021/saw-report-final-sutherland-death-investigation-07262021.pdf -
Charleston County Sheriff's Office, video release: https://www.charlesto
ncounty.org/departments/sheriff/news/2021/sheriff-graziano-releases-vi
deo-of-in-custody-death.pdf - Charleston County, $10 million settlement
statement: https://www.charlestoncounty.org/news/2021/4522-settlemen
tstatement.pdf - Sheriff Graziano, institutional statement: https://sheriff.c
harlestoncounty.org/news/2021/sheriff-statement-on-jamal-sutherland-s
ettlement-updated-5-26-21.pdf?v843= - U.S. Attorney's Office, federal
criminal review closure: https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/pr/federal-offici
als-close-review-death-jamal-sutherland - Justice Department,
detention-center investigation: https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/ju
stice-department-announces-civil-rights-investigations-conditions-south-
carolina-jails - Justice Department Special Litigation Section case
summaries:
https://www.justice.gov/crt/special-litigation-section-case-summaries

The solicitor's report controls the chronology, medical interaction, force,
policy failures, and state no-charge analysis. Federal sources control the
willfulness review and continuing institutional investigation.

https://www.sccourts.org/media/opinions/HTMLFiles/COA/5702.pdf
https://www.live5news.com/story/29022030/coroner-body-of-missing-summerville-woman-found/
https://www.live5news.com/story/29022030/coroner-body-of-missing-summerville-woman-found/
https://www.live5news.com/story/32738101/judge-killing-disposal-of-body-brutal-in-message-app-murder/
https://www.live5news.com/story/32738101/judge-killing-disposal-of-body-brutal-in-message-app-murder/
https://www.scsolicitor9.org/news/2021/saw-report-final-sutherland-death-investigation-07262021.pdf
https://www.scsolicitor9.org/news/2021/saw-report-final-sutherland-death-investigation-07262021.pdf
https://www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/sheriff/news/2021/sheriff-graziano-releases-video-of-in-custody-death.pdf
https://www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/sheriff/news/2021/sheriff-graziano-releases-video-of-in-custody-death.pdf
https://www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/sheriff/news/2021/sheriff-graziano-releases-video-of-in-custody-death.pdf
https://www.charlestoncounty.org/news/2021/4522-settlementstatement.pdf
https://www.charlestoncounty.org/news/2021/4522-settlementstatement.pdf
https://sheriff.charlestoncounty.org/news/2021/sheriff-statement-on-jamal-sutherland-settlement-updated-5-26-21.pdf?v843=
https://sheriff.charlestoncounty.org/news/2021/sheriff-statement-on-jamal-sutherland-settlement-updated-5-26-21.pdf?v843=
https://sheriff.charlestoncounty.org/news/2021/sheriff-statement-on-jamal-sutherland-settlement-updated-5-26-21.pdf?v843=
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/pr/federal-officials-close-review-death-jamal-sutherland
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sc/pr/federal-officials-close-review-death-jamal-sutherland
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-civil-rights-investigations-conditions-south-carolina-jails
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-civil-rights-investigations-conditions-south-carolina-jails
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-civil-rights-investigations-conditions-south-carolina-jails
https://www.justice.gov/crt/special-litigation-section-case-summaries
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